SUMMARY OF PUBLIC FEEDBACK
REGARDING DRAFT STRATEGIC PLAN
The draft of the Healthier Drinking Culture strategic plan was released for public review on
September 13, 2021. Through social media, media releases, email invitations to stakeholders,
and a postcard mailed to all City residents, community members were invited to provide
feedback on the draft plan. Comments were collected via a form on the Healthier Drinking
Culture website. A total of 133 survey responses were received by September 30, 2021. This
report summarizes the responses received. Written comments are included as they were
received, verbatim, in the Appendix.

SUMMARY RESPONSES
QUESTION 1: THE DRAFT STRATEGIC PLAN INCLUDES A VISION STATEMENT FOR A HEALTHY
DRINKING CULTURE. WHAT IS YOUR LEVEL OF AGREEMENT WITH THE DRAFT VISION
STATEMENT BELOW?
"A healthy drinking culture in Traverse City fosters a joyful, celebratory, respectful, and fun environment for all
people who live, work, and play in Traverse City whether or not they choose to drink alcohol. Alcohol is
regulated and available to be responsibly enjoyed in moderation and as part of a meal but is balanced and
not centered at every experience, celebration, event, or activity. Safe transportation options are easily
available, and businesses and individuals are held accountable for their actions. Experiences celebrate the
local craft, food, arts, culture, recreation, and social connection opportunities in Traverse City and normalize
folks’ participation in these activities, with a wide range of beverages available for consumption."
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QUESTION 2: WHAT IS YOUR LEVEL OF SUPPORT FOR THE FOLLOWING IMMEDIATE (0-18
MONTHS) ACTION STEPS?
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QUESTION 3: WHAT IS YOUR LEVEL OF SUPPORT FOR THE FOLLOWING SHORT-TERM (1-3
YEARS) ACTION STEPS?

QUESTION 4: WHAT IS YOUR LEVEL OF SUPPORT FOR THE FOLLOWING LONG-TERM (4-5
YEARS) ACTION STEPS?
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QUESTION 5: ARE YOU A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF TRAVERSE CITY?
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APPENDIX – WRITTEN COMMENTS, AS SUBMITTED ONLINE
QUESTION 1: THE DRAFT STRATEGIC PLAN INCLUDES A VISION STATEMENT FOR A HEALTHY
DRINKING CULTURE. WHAT IS YOUR LEVEL OF AGREEMENT WITH THE DRAFT VISION
STATEMENT BELOW?
I think when an institution, town or other entity does not tolerate misuse of alcohol, and is
clear and consistent about it, word gets out and those who want to misuse it go elsewhere. I
think consistent enforcement and consistent messages are critical. There is a lot of research
on what works that should be studied - some successful culture change strategies have been
develop don university campuses. A lot of it has to do with what people perceive the social
norm to be - they tend to align their own behavior with what the social norms are.
This all encompassing statement means nothing. It completely avoids the health issue and
seeks only to continue sales and provide transportation. There is nothing healthy about it. I
agree that alcohol does not need to be the center of every celebration, but you can change
how people celebrate by providing cabs or punishment to the establishment that gave them a
drink. This is pointless
That statement is the current culture in Traverse City. The fact that there is a problem is that
Alcohol is a addictive drug and some people will abuse this drug. T C has spent the last 10 15 years creating a Wine , Beer and Whiskey industry , allowing many tasting rooms , tour
buses, bike/ touring , bars on wheels, multiple ways to enjoy the wineries and celebrate the
breweries and local whiskey tasting rooms. Unless you are willing to reduce the number of
wineries, breweries, distilleries and activities where drinking is celebrated or severely punish
public over consumption nothing will change. Slogans and wishful thinking, more non
alcoholic options will not change this. Remove the beer tent from the Cherry Festival if you
are serious and put people in jail if they are publicly drunk on a bicycle ! The Jennie is out of
the bottle. You cannot easily put in back in.
It’s long and dense. It could be simplified and still convey the same message.
Safe transportation is not easily available in the city or outside of it.
At times I enjoy getting together with friends doing something that doesn’t include a meal,
including the extra expense of a meal.
I strongly agree with what is listed in the vision statement, however, it seems too long and
complex to be practicable.
I'm concerned by the intention of the statement "...not centered at every experience,
celebration, event, activity." If the intent is to heavily restrict TC events from providing
alcoholic beverages, that is a poor decision for the well-being of our city's thriving culture, and
reduce participating and hosting of events. Concerning holding individuals and businesses
accountable, It sounds like the intent is to slap stringer penalties on existing drinking laws,
and step up enforcement. This approach has statistically never been shown to deter the use
of alcohol or negative behavior associated with it.
Regulation on how alcohol is consumed does not make a healthy drinking culture.
Alcohol is currently the center of most experiences and events. It would be great if
businesses offered interesting non alcoholic options.
Love this sentence "fun environment for all people who live, work, and play in Traverse City
whether or not they choose to drink alcohol." ALL people who drink or don't is key. I also
really like the mention of alcohol not being "centered at every experience"
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If alcohol is regulated in town then why are we having intoxicated pedestrians and accidents
related to alcohol.
The situation is so far left and right now that I doubt normalcy will ever exist again
I am not clear as to whether this statement is supposed to reflect what currently exists, or
what we strive to establish. It does ABSOLUTELY NOT reflect the current reality, bt hopefully
represents what we are striving for.
Missing from the vision statement is a clear recognition of the harms and costs to the
community associated with promoting substance use. For example, consider including a
sentence or two recognizing chief O'Brien's comment that "nearly all" police call-outs have
origins in alcohol use. And many physical and sexual assaults are related to alcohol use.
It is outside your scope of work to control what people eat and drink.
We enjoy responsible beer and wine festivals. We do not need a balanced meal
I am stunned that tax money is being used this way. Traverse City is becoming a pompous
parody of itself.
It's all words, like everything else. When there is actually some real action taken, I will start
believing you.
The problem is that we are already at a crossroads of a problem. This statement is not a
solution but a hope or expectation. Why were so many liquor licenses already given out? Will
there be a cap from now on, how many more breweries are we going to allow to open? What
you have up there in the statement is what you hope will happen. How will you make it
happen? Do you expect business owners to stop serving customers and do the policing?
Yes and strong support network for prevention, connecting people with other activities refer to
the "Iceland program. " Additionally how do we design off ramps for people that get on the
runaway alcohol train?
It is up to each individual to make decisions based on their drinking.
There should be able to be events centered around local beers and wines to celebrate what
our local businesses have created. Yea to transportation but no to exclusively having drinking
centered around food.
Alcohol is already over regulated in Traverse City. Liquor licenses are government bribery.
Alcohol can be consumed as part of a meal or without a meal.
DDA Board Member Pete Kirkwood should go back to school! His statement “We rank 25th
out of 83 Michigan communities in problem drinking. ..." does not make sense mathematically.
Ranking 25th in problem drinking out of 83 communities places Traverse City in the top 30%
or about one-third. Maybe you should make sure that when you allow a board member to
comment to the press, that they know simple arithmetic.
I am personally concerned about the focus on alcohol consumption in our communities.
Everything revolves around alcohol. There are very few options at many functions without
alcohol.
In my harsh opinion: “Alcohol is regulated and available to be responsibly enjoyed in
moderation and as part of a meal but is balanced and not centered at every experience,
celebration, event, or activity” Does not fit with the verbiage or tone of the remainder of the
message. I don’t believe we should be directing individuals to enjoy alcohol during meals.
There are different occasions and reasons to visit a drinking establishment, not necessarily to
compliment a meal.
Non Alcoholic Drinks, CBD drinks, Teas, Snow Cones

Public Feedback Regarding Draft Plan, October 2021

6 of 19

In my mind the definition you provide should be for a welcoming Family Culture. The words
used "fosters a joyful, celebratory, respectful, and fun environment" should not be used in
context with drinking or drugging for that matter.
I am particularly concerned about drunk driving and having options so people don't drive after
drinking. This should be coupled with strong enforcement of the drunk driving laws.
I would include areas of the community and neighborhoods/zones that are designated as
sheltered from events that include alcohol. I also think event size, the number and timing of
even regulated events with alcohol needs to be considered and defined.
Who elected this group? For God sake we can't get people vaccinated, or masked, who's
going to comply with this? Other than those who are forced too. As a democrat and an
alcoholic that has been sober for 39 years this entire study reeks of an over reaction.
Regulation only leads to work-arounds, “rule” breaking, and “illegal” speakeasies. Offering
and promoting safe transportation is great. But there are too many conflicts of interest
between parking fines and responsibility for vehicles. Parking is too big of an issue here in the
first place. When tourism is your main industry, as tc has built itself to be for years, drinking
culture is a part of that. People on vacation are going to celebrate. You asked for this. People
who live here are going to celebrate too. They will also drown sorrows. They will self
medicate. They will combat loneliness. They will deal with harsh realities. You cannot change
this with regulations. You do not have the right to tell someone how to live their life. You can
make suggestions, and you can promote a better course of action. But the more you regulate,
the more people will do this out of spite. (See vaccination mandates and prohibition)
Safe transportation options are easily available seems a major problem
It does not foster a healthy drinking culture. Consumption is everywhere.
HOW DOES 119 FOR 15,000 RESIDENTS COMPARE STATEWIDE?
For me, respectful means individuals who have been joyful, celebratory and having fun while
consuming alcohol downtown also respect their neighbors when moving their activities into
their backyards, etc after the downtown alcohol is no longer available--after bars close on
weekends, for example.
Most functions in TC include if not highlight the availability of alcohol. The overwhelming
number of brew pubs, taverns, wine tasting rooms and wineries is, per capita, far more than
the area requires. No longer a family destination, we are a party town.

QUESTION 2: WHAT IS YOUR LEVEL OF SUPPORT FOR THE FOLLOWING IMMEDIATE (0-18
MONTHS) ACTION STEPS?
Please ban the cycle bars. They are obnoxious and a neighborhood disturbance, and create
an outsize amount of attention relative to those being entertained.
TOO MANY LICENSES
These are all things the town should be doing in some level and should not require some
pointless waste of money study. And it’s hard to agree with any types of training or promotion
without outlining what that training/promotion is. The data gathered from this subset of
questions will be as useless as the data generated by the original survey. Ask pointless
directed questions and get pointless directed feedback
Get rid of the most annoying type of alcohol activities: pedal pub, paddle & pints, bike tours
and alcohol. More police and lights and cameras are all great but they're not going to arrest
people for being loud obnoxious or stop them from being so. The alcohol tour groups are the
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biggest problem because they get the drunkest and the tour itself encourages mass
consumption of alcohol in a short period of time.
A council to support voluntary guidelines? If they're voluntary and the committee is made up
of DDA officials, tourism officials, and local bar owners, it's not going to accomplish anything
anyway as all those organizations have a vested interested in alcohol being purchased
downtown. Even if there was no conflict of interest, having voluntary guidelines don't do
anything anyway since they're not enforceable outside of the occasional public shaming which
is quickly forgotten about.
Training is always a positive. No matter where you have the tour busses drop off people they
will be drunk. They just visited 5 - 8 Wineries, breweries or distilleries . If you want them to
behave when they visit you will have to make them. They don’t mean to get drunk but they
just toured our area ? 10 Wineries on Old Mission , 15 on Lelanau. 5 + Breweries oh yea the
distilleries.
Stop allowing multiple dui, dwi incidents.there is absolutely no reason for anyone to be
allowed to be a habitual offender. Start jailing dui and dwi offenders for a manditory of 90
days. And then 6 months if it happens again. The problem is not the alcohol itself but the lack
of any kind of enforcement in penalty for drunk or impaired drivers.
Re-look the pedaling for pints fiasco that make our trails and some areas of the city un-inviting
to residents and true visitors
The "pedal pubs" create a bad atmosphere, and are unfortunately also an accident waiting to
happen. They are too drinking-and-partying centered, and having bridesmaids drunkenly
singing and hooting at pedestrians isn't sending a good message. They are also not
adequately/safely lighted, and don't belong in traffic. I hope nothing terrible happens
someday.
The instinct to “crack down” on the dive bars makes sense at first, but then expressing
primary concern over tourists is an incongruous line of thinking. Majority of tourists aren’t at
the double wide, and worrying about tour licensing would not be constituent. Also marijuana
provisioning centers being treated as if they are guilty of the sins of the father is a totally
unreasonable reaction. There is not enough available data other than public opinion to make
such decisions
Some great ideas
More government is never the right answer. I will not live in a town with surveillance cameras.
Who will be watching these? More tax money?
Transportation and overnight parking encourages over consumption and irresponsible
drinking. 8th st would be the perfect corridor to restrict liquor licenses to 500 feet between any
businesses that sell alcohol on premises or to go.
ENCOURAGE? Again you're saying what you think people want to hear. Actions do and
always will speak louder than words.
Enforce fines for disorderly conduct, have brew/wine buses only operate out of hotels or other
locations people stay/sleep at so they’re not driving after they get off the bus, after hours
police presence, eliminate the brew tent at Cherry Fest, close drinking establishments earlier,
close Front Street in the summer allow pedestrian only traffic which eliminates people driving
through area looking for drinking establishments, have a good BETA Bus route to/from hotels.
I know many people that have had their last drink at events like men's night. Finding a way to
connect with people downtown and make it clear that while there are places to drink there are
places not to and if you need help here are the resources to recovery from alcohol addiction
which is severe and deserves dedicated resources from the benefits of the alcoholic culture
that profit from it.
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As a previous TIPS trainer I have noticed most places serving alcohol do not fallow basic
practices to keep everyone safe.
Encouraging businesses to promote safe transportation options makes sense, as long as
participation is voluntary and not tied to regulatory approvals.
Uber, Lyft, and taxis are not always easy to get. Major lack of overnight parking available.
People are going to drink, create safe places to leave their vehicles overnight without signs
everywhere saying they will be towed. Work with local taxi companies to make them well
known and offer reasonable rates to get home safely. TC is known all around the state as a
party destination, not sure why people are so surprised by this, I mean look around, there are
TONS of bars, restaurants, breweries, kayak/drink, bike/drink, wineries, all within walking
distance.
I would be willing to volunteer for any part of this initiative we are volunteers are needed.
The root of the problem here is that our economy is almost completely dependent on tourism.
The sooner we move away from a tourism-based economy, the sooner we begin solving the
problem of drunken behavior downtown.
With the increased lighting please include consideration for not adding to light pollution e.g.
have lights facing down, not wasting light going up, etc. Work with the dark skies people to
achieve this. I think there is too much 'celebrating" of "craft culture" which is not, in effect,
different from "alcohol culture".
Celebrating craft culture in a food-forward manner will inherently include wine craft beer and
sprits without branding our city as it is becoming/ has become a destination for alcohol
consumption vacationing.
Why favor "craft culture?" Problem drinkers are problem drinkers regardless of how alcohol is
packaged.
Please don't mess with businesses. They are working hard enough as it is and should not be
required to do the City's job. If law enforcement and city officials feel there is a problem with
drinking then they should know how to handle those issues. Please don't put that on business
owners who are trying to make a great experience.
Generally, my response is to not try to regulate everything. “Encourage” a business is fine,
but coercion is not. Be cautious of your authoritarian tendencies. If this survey tells you
anything, it should tell you that. But yes, by all means, use the police and train them to be the
best that they can be. But you don’t need more regulation for that. There are plenty of laws
for them to enforce already.
More law enforcement is a terrific idea, as is blanketing the downtown area in cameras.
Camera cost and storage has come down so much in recent years and the benefits towards
solving crimes (and justice for victims) and deterrence far outweigh those costs.
Additionally, the TIPS, etc. training is good, but there should be two associated components.
First, there should be datasets created regarding the number of people cut off. Second, there
need to be incentives for people to be cut off. Currently, there is a large incentive for servers
to not cut people off--cut off people do not tip, drunk people often tip very well, and cut off
people often complain very loudly. To balance the incentive to over-serve, there needs to be
incentives to cut such people off.
I am against requiring tour operator type of businesses to have additional certification other
than what is required by the state (i.e., CDL), especially if it costs money or requires
additional time. I am against additional lighting that adds to the existing light pollution in the
city, but lamps that shield the light from aiming upward might be acceptable. I am against
excessive use of video cameras because it is an invasion of privacy, but I understand that
they are useful in certain areas, such as where costly damages might occur due to vandalism.
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I am not at all surprised that many of these recommendations are related to police/curbing
police incidents. I agree that's important, but I don't feel that gets to the root of the problem. I
think you were too heavily influenced by the police presence and their needs, and failed to
find the bigger issues at play. That's really disappointing but not at all surprising.
I think we should be careful about adding police and cameras. It creates an increased culture
of surveillance and policing and is not something that is easy to come back from once it
becomes an accepted norm. Also, police are not safe for all members of the community—
BIPOC folx are arrested more often and treated with increased force. Even with bias training,
these statistics remain. I can't in good conscience agree to any increase in police activity. I
would love to see other policies implemented first and then decide whether an increase in
police is actually needed. Should not be one of the first things implemented. I urge the group
making this plan to consider what other options might be in place of increased police and
surveillance.
Do any of these options have anything to do with peoples health? Stop promoting Traverse
City as a wine tasting, beer drinking, whiskey tasting paradise..It's no longer family friendly. I
feel like I have to drive on high alert for fear of all the drunks out there.
It seems weird to me that pedicabs get their own mention. Are there no other alternative
forms of transportation that should be singled out? Absolutes think, "Continue Traverse City
law enforcement training in conflict de-escalation." is essential.
It could help.

QUESTION 3: WHAT IS YOUR LEVEL OF SUPPORT FOR THE FOLLOWING SHORT-TERM (1-3
YEARS) ACTION STEPS?
These are all good suggestions but there are no penalties for businesses that ignore these
points, until there are penalties not much will change.
Increased police presence only increases conflict. Where is the survey question asking how
the city can provide access to those who need help with alcohol? Please don’t increase
police budgets without first addressing people’s well being. Don’t loop marijuana into alcohol
problems. The city has already punished those business owners enough.
Again how is this any different that how a city does and should function.
All of this is pretty toothless and won't see the kind of results needed for the downtown area.
Seems like a lot of words for the stakeholders to say "we're doing something" without actually
doing anything meaningful.
You may slowly lower the number of tour busses , bike bars etc. you could have less
festivals . Non alcohol after hour businesses would be here if there was a demand. Traverse
City and the outlying areas known for winery’s, breweries and distilleries brings thousands of
people to our communities . They will drink and celebrate joyfully. Many will over consume.
Although I believe Marijuana is a separate issue and the economic impact can be positive I
would recommend a modest approach on that one.
I would like to see more emphasis on creating accountability measures for business owners,
managers, and landlords and connect those to licensing and ordinances.
pedaling and paddling for pints licensing and areas of operation need to be reined in. They
are out of control and impact those of us who want to live, enjoy and use the public areas in
our city. Hull Park is ruined for most non-drinking, biking, kayaking folks. Add in the
operation of the sailing and rowing venues volume of business plus folks that are walking or
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biking the trail system adjacent Boardman Lake and there is no question that the area is overpopulated--mostly due to the liveries that cater to the drinkers.
This is yet another example of left leaning people moving to an area because “it’s so nice” yet
ignoring the fact that it was run in a hands off conservative fashion that made it nice in the first
place. Public surveillance cameras are insidious and can not be a fixture in free society.
The current communication problems within the governing entities of TVC would be a
hinderance to a new committee. We do not need more committees, we need the DDA to stop
promoting their friends and allowing liquor licenses to be fraudulantly obtained in return for
"favors" to the DDA and planning commisions. I feel like the local non profits along with the
DDA use these studies to fleece the local government and push their own bicycle and craft
beer only agenda. This is all smoke in mirrors. Police ifficers cannot afford to live within 20
miles of the downtown district, therefore are not employable in the downtown district.
Have pot shops downtown. It is unfair to city residents who live outside of downtown that the
pot shops are centered on the east side of town.
You flat out need more police to enforce these restrictions. If you’re going to have businesses
try to enforce a healthy drinking culture you have to back them up with police presence and
support.
Traverse City does not need more surveillance or police presence.
Thank You All so MUCH! This has needed to happen for a long time!!
Again although some of these things need to be accomplished calling it a healthy drinking
culture is not appropriate.
As you assess law enforcement needs, please think expansively as in "public
safety"...including social workers, mental health-trained people, etc. as police forces in
general should be doing. My concern with fostering a "healthy drinking culture" is that it takes
precedence over a "healthy alcohol-free culture" option just because alcohol is a large part of
our economy. Regarding lighting more, see my comment above re light pollution mitigation. I
like the idea of non-alcohol "third spaces" for folks to gather (not work, not home) once the
pandemic is abated.
Well done
Specify health related employee options
Perhaps consider balanced marketing of physical fitness events for seasoned athletes and
also community based events to encourage individuals to engage in new/ first time ways of
being more active physically separate from alcohol. I think that the more balanced the sectors
of arts, business, ag,, hospitality and wellness, the healthy drinking culture may naturally be
checked.
Let businesses operate without your involvement. If they break rules, then let law
enforcement deal with it. We don't need more and more and more committees and groups
wasting time on this. We already have this handled.
Have those w/ liqueur licenses (wineries too) be held accountable for there serving practices.
No I don’t think you need another beurocratic waste of money like a Hospitality Council. It’s a
waste of time and resources.
Improving street lights is not a bad thing generally.
Hard pass on video cameras.
My reasons for opposition are the same as the first section.
I'd like to see something here that involves the hotels. I was talking to some hotel GMs about
the issue, and they said they can tell the minute a group comes in if they are going to be an
issue - and then they start fielding calls at 2am/3am about the groups being rowdy in the
hotels and causing issues. What about a policy for hotels to deny service? Or deny
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bachelorette parties? Or hotels to work with tour owners so that those going on the
beer/wine/paddle tours get a free meal at the hotel to ensure they are getting food once they
leave the event and before they go downtown? Or maybe even late night pizza or something
at the hotel? I think the priorities are good, but just saying "businesses" for the involvement is
not clear. And listing "film festival" as a strategic partner when it's unlikely that will be back
seems like a huge oversight.
If there was a rating higher than strongly favor, I would have used it for: 1) Assess Traverse
City ordinances such as those governing noise, or other substances such as marijuana or
smoking downtown, to address alignment with drinking culture vision and goals. 2) With
updated Traverse City policies and processes in place, continue to assess needs and invest
in law enforcement capacity.

QUESTION 4: WHAT IS YOUR LEVEL OF SUPPORT FOR THE FOLLOWING LONG-TERM (4-5
YEARS) ACTION STEPS?
Not that transportation options are a bad thing, but all this does is help promote more
drinking. How does this address the health aspect of your study in any way?
Anything to reduce drunken driving would be great, but again it doesn't solve the major issue.
Getting rid of the most obnoxious groups (wedding parties and alcohol tours in particular)
would go a lot further than most of these ideas and practices.
More transportation options may encourage more drinking since driving has been secured.
Again if there was a need for late night transportation it would have been filled.
This shouldn’t be a long-term perspective. It should be in the immediate goals of the next 18
months. And there should be a focus of providing late night transit year round, not just MaySeptember.
I think we should be grownups and make transportation decisions for our selves. We should
pay our own way and not have Traverse City tax payers foot the bill.
do away with the drinking biker and kayaker liveries and you reduce the problem by 50%
We don't need more tour buses trucking people in and out of town to drink. So, while
encouraging people to park overnight, and use cabs and ubers, could be helpful, creating
transportation pipelines to serve drinkers (and provide more customers to bars) is a bad idea.
More government is never the answer.
Not at my expense. My taxes as a city resident are high enough. Start spending my money
wisely.
Offer train services to/from TC again! Bus system? Offer more in town public transportation as
well to/from beaches and restaurants and other attractions. Especially from breweries and
wineries. Designed parking with bussing to areas of drinking. Make TC more walkable vs
drivable. Personally I think biking in TC is super dangerous.
I would prefer that Uber and Lyft fill that gap.
STRONGLY agree. Although public, available, and clearly noted public parking was
mentioned previously, I see this as a long term goal as well
People need to be responsible about their drinking behavio in public. These things enable
poor choices regarding alcohol consumption.
Eliminate tourism. Tourists are a cancer.
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Once the pandemic is abated, BATA should definitely run later and connect more with other
options.
If the transportation options facilitate late night drinking it creates an infrastructure that
sustains it.
And… continued evaluation of implemented plans for ongoing change. As much as TC has
developed this image over time, the implementation of this shift needs time too.
Transportation is fine, the “vision” is what I have issues with.
While these steps may alleviate drunk driving, that isn’t the mission of this plan. Offering a
ride home to someone who’s had too much to drink removes some of the responsibility of
healthy drinking from that individual.
uber and taxis are extremely difficult and expensive especially outside downtown
The lack of public transportation in this town is a serious issue.

QUESTION 5: ARE YOU A RESIDENT OF THE CITY OF TRAVERSE CITY?
No written comments for this question.

QUESTION 6: WHAT ELSE WOULD YOU LIKE TO SHARE RELATED TO ACTION STEPS TO
SUPPORT A HEALTHY DRINKING CULTURE IN TRAVERSE CITY?
How do we change TC’s reputation as a party town before visitors get here?
Limit the number of establishments serving alcohol. Set and enforce penalties for non
compliance of ordinances that promote a healthier drinking culture. Limit activities that are
based primarily on alcohol. Encourage activities that DO NOT include consumption of
alcohol.
With Marijuana coming to light in the area.....curtailing the drinking is critical...
There is no steps around communicating to the tourist and visitors that we are no
supporting/promoting a culture of binge drinking. We have become a "wedding party"
destination where houses are rented right in our neighborhoods to party for a weekend or a
week. There needs to be a State-wide (if not national) campaign to communicate our new
stance and encourage these folks to seek other locations. Rather, our visitor focus should be
on the outdoor-loving, quality-seeking visitor who will enjoy a good meal and a nice craft
drink. Additionally, though it might have been touched on, there should be designated routes
for tours/bikes/etc that do not include riding/driving through neighborhoods. This traffic should
be routed through more of the business district to avoid messaging to our children and
interruption of our daily lives.
There is no mention in this plan about increased services for chronic alcoholic homeless
people. There needs to be a stronger, more capable safety net to provide safe housing for
them - like Dan's House. Church volunteers and underpaid under supported staff at Goodwill
Inn are not adequate for the scope and scale of the problem. Homeless Outreach needs to
be funded and grown exponentially.
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Please don’t use this as an opportunity to make it more difficult for business owners. Please
don’t just throw police at the problem, they often escalate situations. Please add mental
health to the conversation. No where in the survey did it suggest the city would add more
services with those who have problems. Please don’t assume marijuana and alcohol are the
same thing. Those business owners shouldn’t have to pay for the drinking culture. I’m
general it seems as though the city is going to make it more restrictive and difficult for
business to operate. Also that they intend to increase policing. Increased business fees and
intoxication fines will be an asset to the city all while mental health and well being is left off the
table.
I want to know what your really trying to achieve here, because this plan does not seem to
take any action on the drinking cutler at all. All it does is allow the same culture while
increasing the cost to the city to patrol it more via cameras lights police and cabs. It is
meaningless to what it pretends to address.
You know what needs to be done. The question is will you let local bar and restaurant owners
control the conversation and water down any substantive action or make the tough decisions
that may not be popular with business owners but ultimately makes the community healthier
and better in the long-term?
The term “healthy drinking “ is funny since we all know that there is very little that is healthy
about alcohol. If you truly wish to maintain the economic impact that our local wineries,
breweries and distilleries have in our area and yet try to control the negative aspects of over
consumption you will need limit the tour buses , bike bars , kayak touring businesses. We
have a business in town called “ Bike , Brews and Kayaks. “ . You could also increase fines
for public drunkenness. I do not think this is easily solved. As long as alcohol is the industry
that it is in our area over consumption and the activities that come with that will continue.
Irresponsible people should pay the costs to clean up their mess. Trash , barf, vandalism, etc.
I’m tired of cleaning up after out of town party pigs.
I strongly support the concept of drinking in moderation and not having drinking as the prime
focus of an activity. This plan is badly needed as clearly we have a problem. I live close to the
3 bars on Union Street (Union St. Station, Dillingers, and the other one) which seem to be the
center of trouble for my area of town. Interestingly, the bar across the street, 7-Monks, dose
not seem to foster roudy and uncouth behavior.
City of TC should lead the way and show it is serious about this by not approving alcoholic
sales at any event which requires City approval or is held on City owned space...i.e start at
the Open Space. Any event which uses the Open Space should not be allowed to serve
alcohol.( for ex - NCF beer tent ). Hard to take City seriously on this initiative if they won't
even cut back themselves.
Examine whether violators are punished in meaningful significant ways, as compared to
receiving warnings or the proverbial slap on the hand.
Traverse city’s drinking culture only has an impact in so far as the town has grown in
popularity and size without a corresponding increase in police, roads, and other city services.
Available transportation to those of us that live in the county but not the city. As an example , I
live in Interlochen.
We are not comfortable walking down Union Street at night. Too many bars on Union.
If the DDA and others have grave concerns about the healthy drinking environment then why
did you give a liquor license to a breakfast place recently(Green Cafe) and to a lunch time
place 1-2 years ago? We don't need liquor/beer/wine at every establishment and we're
almost there.
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Stop drinking centric activities that don’t need alcohol such as the bike kayak and beer
businesses as well as the drinking trolleys going bar to bar. We are a drinking Mecca for
bachelor and bachelorette parties. Going out to dinner and having screaming vomiting people
had made locals like myself avoid frequenting our favorite bars and restaurants. The town has
been catering to and turned the town over to the drinkers. Too bad we’re known as the party
town when we have such excellent businesses with great food and culture but are overrun by
the drunks. I’ll stay home.
Much needed in the City, good job thus far.
There should be more training for owners, managers, and employees of liquor establishments
regarding their responsibility for the behavior of people they have served inside AND outside
their doors. I find that most problems I've encountered as a downtown resident revolve around
the poor behavior of customers when they step outside of establishments. Sometimes, this is
simply people smoking in proximity to the business, or those that wander from bar to bar, or
those the linger after closing hours. Employees should do a better job of policing their own
customers.
Keep it locally based. Make it more safe. Make sure the drinking does not negatively impact
our reputation as a family destination. Do not go down the pot route...one vice does not make
another okay here. Make sure that drinking is in moderation, with repercussions if you get too
drunk or unruly.
In terms of the Cherry Festival, I would like to see more cherries and TC heritage be visually
present and less Beer Tent. The Beer Tent and Carnival are front-and-center. They are everpresent. They very much are the festival. Even the stage encourages drinking. Other activities
are dispersed. And they come and go. I wish The Open Space had more to do than drink and
eat. I wish it showcased more of Traverse City's heritage (farm-to-table foods, wholesome
activities) and celebrated CHERRIES--the entire week--all at the Open Space. Sorry for the
rant on the Cherry Festival. I love this entire plan. I just know the festival has become very
drinking-focused. And in turn has spread the word of TC being a drinking town.
Serve up to only 2 alcoholic drinks to each person
Would like to limit drinking and drug facilities in the downtown areas.
With all of the very positive elements of living in Traverse City and the region, the drinking
culture and the contrived businesses that cater to and grow the problem (pedaling, kayaking
and DRINKING) and deter from our area being family-friendly.
More emphasis on activities but don’t have alcohol . Why does the cherry festival need a beer
tent? It has nothing to do with the cherry industry . Return to a focus on healthy activities and
the beauty of this area not drinking.
I am a resident of Leelanau County and would suggest you involve neighboring Counties..
Its important to be willing to put challenging issues on the table and discuss them rather than
try to avoid them.
We need a greater recognition of the damage that substance abuse is doing to TC and the
US. Promoting alcohol and weed use, and the related substance-promoting businesses
(bong shops; "funny" t-shirts about being a "wine mom"; shot glasses etc) is a bad idea for
TC, and the people who live here, as well as our visitors and the culture as a whole.
Problems I have observed have been primarily with large parties of people ferried to multiple
locations with alcohol available. The primary goal appears to be to encourage excessive
drinking.
Neighboring towns should be included. We all come into the city for work and play.
We feel that the existing drinking culture is healthy, and tax money is not needed for this.
Establishments and law enforcement are equipped.
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Maybe the time and energy would be better spent planning bridge repair? I mean why not
just shut them all down at once? It is planning like this that is the very reason more
government involvement in the private sector is a horrible idea.
Luwuor licenses are pretty unregulated in this town. I know first hand when my bar got its
license it qas not in a legal manner. Mus Munervu and our alcoholic pro team mayor pushes
the license through by saying that the place next door would be closing and therefore a
license wiuld be available. The place never closed and I still have a license and my recesses
are epic. The dda can drink for free any day at my place!
Stop having the beer tent at the Cherry festival this would be a good example of a family
friendly event.
More police to enforce current alcohol laws.
Limit cannabis dispensaries. Along with alcohol pot is for parting and people want to get high
and drunk in TC. TC is providing both of these!
Bars closing earlier 12 or 1am
Traverse city is finally becoming an area where a younger population can live full time due to
more extra curriculum rules activités. I support safe drinking, public transportation and lighting
downtown. Limiting our local businesses like microbrews and wineries will drive people away.
There should be a melding of an older Traverse City with progression.
Limit number of kayak drinking tours on the river & on bikes. ELIMINATE drinking pedicabs
My sister was killed by a drunk driver returning home from a bar (not in TC). Training about
and enforcement of serving limits should be emphasized.
Following the decimation of dining and drinking establishments over the past year and a half,
the last thing that we need are more restrictions for business owners and barriers to entry for
entrepreneurs. Residents who have a problem with drinking culture are free to avoid those
activities. How much money was wasted on this pointless study?
Do we really need to have business that facilitate drunken bar-to-bar bicycle tours? A lot of
the participants get all liquored up and then climb in their cars to drive home.
I don’t want Traverse City to have liquor stores on every corner. I love the small town feel we
have here and we need to preserve that. Traverse City has a lot to offer. By creating a
healthier drinking culture, I think we can prevent a lot of incidents and people will be more
respectful and responsible while visiting.
I support people having TC as a getaway, but most locals avoid downtown during the
Summer months. Would love to see Front Street shut down and used as a walking mall and
not expanding parking, but options for transportation from other areas. Additionally, finding a
way to eliminate TC as the bachelor/bachelorette party scene. There is already a Nashville
and Vegas. We should celebrate the breweries and wineries for the quality products they
have, not as a destination on a bar tour.
We absolutely need more family friendly events not centered around alcohol. I'm a lifelong
resident of TC and I have stopped bringing my family to events in downtown TC because of
the heavy drinking culture. We dont even enjoy strolling and shopping in the evenings
because there are often drunk adults behaving poorly. Just last Monday evening around 7 pm
I was walking with my daughter and there was a group of 4 adults in their 60s humping light
posts, grabbing other people's bikes and trying to take them and licking the glass of a window
display on a closes storefront. Thats embarrassing to be around that with my 9 year old child.
I do not support any part of it.
I really enjoyed Front St being closed down during the summer when the height of the
pandemic was going on. Would love to see that happen ever summer!
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Thank you
I think this initiative could also extend communities beyond Traverse City.
Union Street area a mess. Needs to be cleaned up.
More education for Bartenders & Waitstaff, on the Dangers/Problems caused when they overserve someone.
I would like to see the removal of the kayak, bike, and brew. Drinking alcohol then getting on
a bike or in a kayak is encouraging unsafe practices. I use the TART trail and areas where
this goes frequently and have encountered multiple inappropriate and unruly parties from this.
It makes me not want to travel that way and gives the city a bad reputation by offering this. I
like the idea of bike and kayak but let patrons drink alcohol afterwards. I also think too many
events and festivals focus on alcohol (I.E. cherry festival beer tent, the wine and beer fests).
It’s promoting that Traverse City is a drinking town. I was extremely disappointed this year
that cherry festival kept the beer tent but elected not to have an air show. This clearly placed
the emphasis on alcohol rather than promoting family fun events like the air show.
I do not support the concept at all.
If we want a healthy drinking culture in Traverse City, we need to stop opening more
breweries, wineries, distilleries, etc. Also, activities like Kayak, Bike Brew are absolutely
ridiculous. Let’s get people drunk and then put them on bikes and watercraft. My family
(including young children) was on the TART trail on a Friday afternoon and my 8 year old
almost got run over by an intoxicated woman on a Kayak Bike Brew tour who couldn’t figure
out how to stop her bike. These types of things, while they could be fun if people knew their
limits, have simply become an attraction for people looking to have “fun” by drinking
excessively. It’s sad, but I no longer go anywhere near downtown during the evening hours or
on weekends to avoid the drinking crowd. I would really like to see this turned around, so
thank you for what you’re doing.
Most negative issues from drinking in TC seem to be located in a pretty specific area (Union
Street bars), and at pretty specific times (between 11pm - 3am, Th-Sun). Why don't we focus
our energy on addressing where the problems usually are instead of blanket regulations for
the majority of businesses that aren't part of the problem? The ideas in this plan seem
overwhelming, burdensome and unnecessary to most of the businesses that serve alcohol in
TC. Feels like we're trying to be too sensitive to the troublemakers and force everyone to pay
for their problems.
Include the health care and public health community in your planning process. For example,
seek out participants from MSU college of human medicine based in TC.
I live 2 blocks from the city limit. We must enforce public beach and park access from the
bachorette and bachelor party/ wine tour stops. It's disgraceful. I've seen young women stop
midday drunk at Bryant park, take their shorts off to their thongs and go swimming in front of
everyone very drunk which is dangerous too. I miss our culture here before this influx. It's a
loss. Thank you for your efforts on this.
I would also like to see street lights down some of the very dark streets of the downtown
neighborhoods(Old Towne, Central, etc.) for those of us who like to walk downtown in the
evening but feel unsafe walking home.
I moved here 17 years ago when the city was on the rise and it has been magnificent to see
the growth and expansion. People travel from all over the world to visit our wonderful city. In
my opinion, this effort is going to be the start of all of that declining. People that would
normally come here for a fun getaway (for all reasons, not just to drink) will say "oh, not TC,
they crack down on fun and don't let you drink. Let's go somewhere else". My feeling is that
this committee you are forming deep down wants that to happen. They have a vision of
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Mayberry and they are forgetting that many of the entrepreneurs that we love and lift up are
creating spirits and beer and wine. Now we are going to say "FU" to these people because
there has been an increase in bachelorette parties lately? Please don't do this! If you want to
implement some ideas for better options for getting home safely or put cameras up around
town, I'm all for it but don't "Grand Vision" this and spend five years wasting money on a
report that will be implemented in ten years and force people to stop coming.
Stop trying to regulate lives. Authoritarianism is a bad model. Seriously, stop.
I think this plan is well thought out and comprehensive. I'd like to see more specific target
dates assigned to all items in the short-term list. I would also like to see monthly or at least
quarterly reporting on progress on the initiatives so that this doesn't become another feel
good exercise that never results in change. This has to be a priority that we (the community)
are willing to pay for in the form of adequate staffing and/or delaying other initiatives that are
lower priority. To assume that responsible parties are able to just add this to their current
workload is not realistic.
Related to question 5, I grew up in the City and left to pursue education. After completing my
education, I moved back and lived in the City. I now live in Long Lake Township but still work
in the City.
The alcohol culture has gotten out of control in our community and needs to stop. Tour buses
and alcohol establishments are currently not not held responsible and that needs to change.
Other than the promotion of events, I didn’t see TC Tourism on the list of entities that are
responsible, support or even as a resource for implementing a healthier drinking culture. The
increased bad behavior during the summer months is a strong indication that tourists are a
large part of the drinking problem downtown, therefore city residents should not have to pay
for all of the expenses associated with the implementation of this plan (equipment, signage,
police presence, rides home, etc.). TC Tourism should have to pay for a share of the costs.
safe transportation should be addressed immediately
I think this is a good start. I'd dial back on funding what the police think they need and instead
look for creative ways to get at the root of the problem. I mentioned meeting with the hotels
where the bachelorette parties are staying and coming up with food packages with the hotel
and tour operators. I'd also look for late night food options - like ensuring there's a hotdog or
pizza stand outside the bars that's open at 2am so the people leaving the bars have food to
eat. And that there are public transportation options. It seems like the focus was pretty heavy
on what the police need and less on a healthy drinking culture.
Allow people to make their own choices when it comes to consuming alcohol, but make
alternative options available. The focus should be on making the city safe and accessible for
all activities via public transportation, safe sidewalks, and lighting.
I'm grateful that this work is being done. What I'd like to see more emphasis on is how as a
city we tell our story—thinking of marketing materials, the role/responsibility of Traverse City
Tourism in this narrative, what businesses we promote, and what we allow/invite at our major
events (i.e. Cherry Fest). We have a long legacy of being a party town because of the
wineries, breweries, etc. and because of our focus on tourism as a source of income (at any
cost). I'd love to see something on the short and long term plans about how we redefine our
narrative as a city—focusing on the natural beauty, preserving our lands, on the wineries as a
unique agriculture, and the local life here beyond a one stop visit. A lot of people come here
through word of mouth. If we can help reshape the story they are telling about this place, then
it will reset people's expectations in coming to visit and how they behave once they're here.
Mini police substation on Union Street downtown area.
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I would like to emphasize that after-hours, unhealthy and disrespectful drinking culture
continues in the neighborhoods of Traverse City--after the bars close. I have lived in two
neighborhoods within the City limits. In one, it was a regular occurrence for the partying to
continue around a bonfire in a backyard very near to my bedroom windows...loud music, loud
voices, loud vomitting. In my current location, a neighbor uses their garage as a rec room
after hours. While quieter than neighbor number one, it is diffult to sleep with late night music
and voices across the alley from your bedroom window. One other thought, do employees of
the downtown establishments serving alcohol have a place to go to unwind themselves. I
often wondered if neighbor number one wasn't a bartender or server due to the pattern of his
partying. Thank you for addressing the issues.
Discourage "bachelorette-type" groups from coming to TC specifically to walk around town
getting drunk.
Noise ordinance infractions could be met with mandatory breathalyzer testing.
Limit the number of tours centered around drinking! Pedal pubs, paddle for pints, bike and
brew tours, wine busses and wine busses and wine busses . When is enough ENOUGH?!
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